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“Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
geek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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TR rom the Christian Intelligencer. ] 
UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


We would call the attention of our 
readers and of the public, to the ex- 
tracts* on our first page, taken from 
an Address delivered in Philadelphia 
on the 4th of July last, by Ezra Stiles 
Ely, D. D. a Presbyterian minister in 
that city. It will-be perceived that it 
is the design of the author (and he un- 
doubtedly speaks in the name of his 
brethren) to abolish all political par- 
lies existing in the United States, and 
to organize a new and powerful RELrI- 
gious party, to be trained and disci- 
plined as such, for the express purpose 
of obtaining the government of the 
country and controlling the affairs of 
the nation. ‘This he ‘thinks may be 
done, and this he is determined shall 
be done, if he and his satellites can ef- 
fect it. He does not expect that his 
own religious party, the Presbyterians, 
are strong enough of themselves to 
take the governing power from the 
hands of the people, though he says 
that sect alone can bring half a million 
into the field; and he frankly confess- 
es it would be his wish that the politi- 
cal power of the United States should 
be exclusively obtained for the Pres- 
byterians. This sect and the Congre- 
gationalists,—which are one and the 
zame—have heretofore made the at- 
tempt a number of times to unite 
Church and State, but have as often 
been visited with defeat. It has now 
become necessary to start a new pro- 
ject to obtain the desired accession of 
strength. It is to produce an amalga- 
tion between all the evangelical sects, 
ae called. ) These sienae are all to 





* For the extracts see the Reformer for 
ptember, p 
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unite in the one great and all impor- 
tant purpose of filling the presidentia] 
chair and the seats of our national ca- 
binet, senate and house of representa- 
tives with those, and those only, who 
are thoroughly devoted to the interests, 
and will further the ambitious views, 
of this newly combined religious party. 

Fellow citizens of this yet free coun- 
try'!—-what say you to these things? 
Will you still refuse to believe that an 
effort is making to establish an eccle- 
siastical tyranny over you, and to de- 
prive you of the dear bought liberties 
left by your patriotic sires? Depend 
upon it, the alarm is not a false one. 
The cry of war is already sounded by 
the enemies of our political freedom. 
An attempt is to be made to bring this 
country under the yoke of an ecclesi- 
astical domination, and will you look 
silently on, call the authors of it pious 
men, and suffer them to carry on their 
work under the deceptious cloak of a 
pretended holiness? 

Fellow citizens, accept a few sug- 
gestions from us. You have long heard 
much said by the orthodox of their 
deep and overwhelming concern for re- 
ligion; you have witnessed their suc- 
cess in settling their ministers through- 
out every section of the country; you 
have seen them engaged in getting up 
and supporting Missionary Societies, 
Bible Societies, Sabbath School Socie- 
ties, Cent Societies, Mite Societies, Rag 
Societies, &c. Gc. You have perhaps 
concluded that ali this business was 
moved by a sincere and honest zeal in 
the sacred cause of religion and good- 
ness. Depend upon it, it is all a decep- 
tion! These are but the instruments of 
their ambitious purposes; and if they 
can succeed in preventing your suspi- 


‘cions by the cry of religion,—if they 
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can fill your eyes with the dust of their 
pretensions, or keep you, by any other 
means, from discovering or resisting 
their real designs, the machinery that 


in motion, will advance them to the 
power for which they mainly labour; 
and then “ farewell, a long farewell to 
all our greatness.”’ These are sober 
truths, on which we do hope you will 
ponder well. 





{From the (Boston) Christian Register. } 
AN AMERICAN HIERARCHY. 

We would call the attention of our 
readers, and, if it were possible, of 
every friend of religious liberty in the 
land, to the sentiments and purposes re- 
cently avowed by a Presbyterian doc- 
tor @f divinity. Proceeding as they do 
from the notorious author of * Retro- 
spective Theology,” it is not to be sup 
posed that much character can attach 
to them, or that they can derive any 
authority from this circumstance in 
their origin. ‘The little respect, how- 
ever, that we may entertain for the in- 
tellect or character of the writer ought 
not to render us blind to his schemes 
or inattentive to his designs. In the 
present case, we regard this [Ezra 
Stiles Ely as the mere organ of the 
Presbyterian party—and if they see fit 
to select such a representative to pro- 
claim their wishes and plans, however 
meanly we may think of their judg- 
ment, we are bound to regard his views 
and projects as deserving of all the re- 
spect, and invested with all the author- 
ity, that the General Assembly can 
challenge.* We consider these ex- 
tracts important, because they disclose 
the ulterior purpose of that system of 
measures which has been so ingenious- 
ly framed, and so steadily and zealous- 
ly forwarded by the orthodox party in 
this country. For several years past, 
a plan has been maturing for amalga- 
ting the multifarious and discordant 








om 

sects which lay claim to that favourit, 
yet ambiguous title. The evidence an, 
the fruits of this plan may be seen jp 
the several ‘* National” institution: 
lately established for the diffusion of 
their common dogmas, such ag tho 
American Tract Society, the Foreign 
and Home Missionary Societies, &¢. 
There now appears among the more 
ambitious and designing leaders of the. 
party a disposition to form a powerfi! 
conspiracy to crush the growth of lib. 
eral opinions, and to render it impoli- 
tic at least, if not dangerous, for a man 
to avow himself a dissenter from the 
new-fangled Calvinism now in vosue. 

We have recently witnessed among 
ourselves a specimen of what some of 
those ambitious ecclesiastics would do 
if their power but corresponded with 
their will. ‘The late impotent and fruit- 
less attempt of a Connecticut theolo- 
aian to establish here the doctrine that 
the minority should overrule the ma- 
jority in all ecclesiastical affairs, evi- 
dently betrayed his apprehension tha’ 
liberal and rational views of christian- 
ity were fast spreading through the or- 
thodor congregations in our state, and 
that the cause was desperate if the chor 
between the two systems were left for 
a few years longer to the uncontrolled 
decision of the people. Every one who 
knows any thing about an orthodox 
church, knows very well that in on 
point of view it is axmere machine by 
which the minister accomplishes his 
various purposes. If the congregatiou 
then can only be brought under com- 
plete and perpetual subjection to th: 
church, the orthodox hierarchy 1s @t 
once established, and the religious vas- 
salage of the people is sealed forever. 
We have long,since lost all confidence 
in the principles of the orthodox lead- 
ers. We believe that what they find 
themselves unable to accomplish by 
reason and argument, they are deter- 
mined to effect by excitement, and cla- 
mor, and conspiracy. ‘The arguments 





* Ezra Styles Ely is no less a personage | 
than the standing clerk to the General As- | 


sembly of the Presbyterian church in the 
United States.—L£d. Hef. 


they cannot confute, they will smother; 
the men whom they cannot silence. 


they will break down. 





THE REFORMER. 8 









nsmmmiieeeitiain 





——=<_=X—"——>= 

We would not be considered alarm- 
ists—but we do apprehend that a more 
serious and important controversy than 
has ever yet been known in our land, 
is ere long to be decided at the tribu- 
nal of public opinion—it may be at the 
ballot box. It is not a controversy 
about the dogmas and opinions of op- 

ing sects.—but a controversy be- 
tween the friends and the enemies of 
religious freedom. ‘The former may 
be called upon before they are aware, 
to bear their testimony, and to gather 
up their strength for the contest. We 
call upon the advocates of religious lhi- 
berty of every denomination, to be up- 
on their guard—to watch every move- 
ment and to resist to the uttermost the 
very first encroachments of those aspi- 
ring and despotic men who preside 
over the orthodox councils. ‘“ Give 
place te them by subjection, no, not 
for an hour. Stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made you free, 
and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage.”’ 


[From the N. Y. Telescope. } 
“ By their fruits shall ye know them.” 


There are about 667 towns in this 
state, and calculating three hireling 
priests-on an average to a town, will 
make an army of 2001 clergymen; and 
taking into consideration the enormous 
salaries of some of them, together with 
the liberal donations of individuals and 
the public, for the purposes of educa- 
tion, their perquisites, &c. they receive 
a sum certainly not less than 750 dol- 
lars each, on an average, per annum; 
making an amount of 1,425,750 dollars 
a year, drawn from the avails of indus- 
try to support a corrupt theological 
aristocracy, to live in idleness—I do 
not say in sumptuous extravagance, 
this I leave for others to judge. Like- 
wise how far such a system accords 
with the primitive principles of the gos- 
pel,which was given without money and 





without price, and which was express- 
ly ordered by the Divine Founder to be 
promulgated in the same way, I like- 
wise submit to the serious considera- 





tion of the truly pious. Could this enor- 
mous sum be applied for the benevo- 
lent purpose of educating our youth ge- 
nerally, or for assisting indigent young 
beginners with the means to live, or to 
lighten and mitigate the infirmities of 
age, what a blessing it would afford. 


Where shall be found the humble 
Christian? 
Extracted from an Essay on Humility pub- 
lished in the ‘ Liberalist.’ 


“ Son of humility—practical follower 
of our blessed Lord, and his faithful 
little band of lowly disciples—I sought 
thee among the host of noisy profes- 
sors, but found thee not—I sought thy 
name on the private records and pub- 
lic documents of almost innumerable so- 
cieties that trumpet forth to the world 
the fame of their exertions in the cause 
of religion—-but I sought in vain. Sure- 
ly, thought [, thou wilt be found and 
recognized in the person of some emi- 
nent clergyman in some one of our 
populous cities—lI visited one after the 
other, but my search was fruitless ; for 
[ found one busily engaged in prosecu- 
ting schemes for the accumulation of 
wealth; another, to extend his fame as 
a scholar; a third as an orator, a fourth 
in giving and receiving formal visits, to 
the exclusion of his poor parishioners; 
and hundreds surrounded with pomp 
and splendor, and puffed up with vani- 
ty, from popular flattery and applause. 
Accidentally hearing of one who, on a 
certain day, was to preach a sermon 
on Humility, I concluded that I was 
certain to meet with the object of my 
hitherto unsuccessful researches. On 
the day, and at the time appointed, I 
followed the congregation to the place 
of worship. In passing along, I obser- 
ved one among the crowd who was clo- 
thed in the most extravagant and fan- 
tastic manner. His coat, small clothes, 
&c. were of the most costly materials; 
over the whole he wore a gown of silk 
of enormous dimensions, his head was 
elevated as with a proud sense of su- 
periority over the surrounding multi- 
tnde, on whom he searcely deigned to 
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look; and at his side were his wife and 
daughters, whose appearance, with re- 
spect to pride and extravagance, cor- 
responded with his own. Surely tho’t 
I, this family must receive a severe 
check from the services of the day.— 
But judge my astonishment on sceing 
the same man enter the pulpit with the 

air of a modern fop, and hearing bien. 
with all apparent pride and self-suffi- | 
ciency, and the affectation of a theatri- 
cal performer, deliver a laboured and 
almost unmeaning discourse on Hu- 
mility. {could not help forming the 
conclusion, that in this personage, hu- 
mility had quite an unseemly represen- 
tative, and left the place in disgust.” 





[From the Baptist Recorder.) | 
CONDUCT OF THE BAPTISTS. 


Dear Brethren.—I send these lines 
to you that they may have a piace in 
your paper. [ have one subject which, 
for several years, has lain with some 
weight on my mind—viz. the conduct 
of the Baptists towards their ministers. 
L have been acquainted with the Bap- 
tists for nearly fifty years, and a close 
observer of them for thirty years, and 
although they are the people whom I 
love, yet I often see things in them 
which brings tears from my eyes. 

[ will now state a circumstance which 
I myself saw:—lIt once happened that 
I attended worship at a Baptist mect- 
ing house; a Baptist preacher visited 
them, dressed in broad cloth and fine 
linen, with shoe boots to the knees and 
silk tassels; at every step they creak- 
ed so as to be heard out of doors; a 
cloth round his neck filled out to his 
chin, and his hair turned up before. I 
am told he lives in a ceiled house at 
home, and rides in his carriage when 
he goes. abroad. His servants wait on 
him, and cultivate his farm—Thought 
I he looked more like a General going 
to head an army, than a humble ser- 
vant of the Lord to proclaim the gos- 
pel of a crucified Saviour to a lost and 
ruined world. But he preached, and I 
thought he preached well too. When 
be.was done, it was observed by one 
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of the members of the church, that q 
man who went about preaching fo; 
the good of others could not live wit)). 
out some support, and it would be rich 
to give him something. A collectioy 
was made—I saw the money—did not 
count it, but was told it amounted ty 
{fifty dollars. He was invited to tarry, 
but could not—he went on his way to 
| preach to others also. 

Observe how different is the treat. 
ment shown to a poor preacher by the 
same people. A few months after this, 
a poor preacher visited the same church. 
He had a wife and six small children to 
maintain, and no one to work for them 
but himself and companion. When out 
on his preaching tours, his wife super- 
intended the concerns of their little 
farm, and performed her domestic la- 
bors without the assistance of any one. 
The clothing of her husband of course 
was not fine—it was out of her power 
to make it such—-she did all that a vir- 
tuous and christian wife could do, to 
render the apparel of her husband re- 
spectable abroad. The poor man was 
a kind husband, impelled by a strong 
desire and feeling within himself, * wo 
is me if I preach not the gospel,” he 
looked upon his wife and helpless chil- 
dren with tears of compassion; he look- 
ed upon the lost condition of sinners, 
and urged on by the constraining love 
of his Saviour, he would, for a short 
time, commit his family to the mercy 
and protection of heaven, and go forth 
to warn sinners to flee from the wrath 
tocome. This man preached to this 
same people, and | thought he preach- 
ed well too, equally as well, so far as 
I am able to judge, as the rich preach- 
er—in his zeal he far surpassed him. 
To be sure he lacked refinement—he 
had no opportunity for improvement. 
But he came down and went away, I 
think without receiving an invitation 
from any one even to dine!!! 

I have said that the man of inferior 
abilities (for they are only natural abilt- 
ties) is frequently the most useful. To 
be sure a man of splendid talents and 
learning may please the ear and move 
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he passions—~but this may be, and of- 
ten is, When there is no religion, nor 
true repentance in it; and indeed it is 
to be feared that they too often study 
eloquence more than soundness of 
speech—more to charm the ear and 
please the fancy, than to show them- 
celves approved of God-——-but a hint to 
the wise is sufficient. Consider these 
things, and the Lord give you under- 
standing in all things. 
Tiuromas Scrivner. 





REFORMED BAPTISTS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

The following communication from a 
correspondent in North Carolina, we doubt 
not, will be read with much interest by 
those acquainted with the bold stand made 
in that part of the country against the 
money-begging, missionary, and other 
schemes, got up in this day under pre- 
tence of promoting the cause of chris- 
tianity. 

For the Reformer. 

Mr. Editor,—As you are engaged 
in the work of reforming abuses, (and 
for aught [ know, have been often rea- 
dy to despond with regard to our pro- 
gress in this part of the country) you 
will no doubt experience much satis- 
faction in hearing of the success which 
has attended our cause, and also be 
encouraged to persevere in the lauda- 
ble undertaking of exposing the anti- 
christian schemes and proceedings of 
the present day. The Lord is on your 
side, though as yet he may have scen 
fit only to encourage you here and 
there. Righteousness cannot eflectual- 
ly be withstood; and as sure as God is 
true and his promise sure, you will in 
the end prevail; and ten with the sword 
of truth wiil put ten thousand to flight 
when engaged in the schemes and in- 
ventions of men. 

_ To ransack the land for money, and 
orm innumerable societies to promote 
the religion of Jesus Christ, has nothing 
ior its support.in the example of Christ 
or the Apostles, nor in the practice of 
any of the early christians, nor indeed 
in the practice of true christians in any 
period of the wor!d. 


tions of the false church and a false 
priesthood to build up the kingdom of 
Christ by means of money and mission- 
ary societies, evidently came from the 
Prince of Darkness, and they have had 
no other effect but to exalt and ag- 
frandize a few at the expense of many, 
and have brought darkness, confusion, 
and every evil work, over the whole 
face of christendom. 

A reformation, therefore, nmust and 
will take place. The promises of God, 
and the nature of Christ’s kingdom, 
both show that there shall be such an 
event. For Christ has said, “ my king- 
dom is not of this world;”’ and if you 
look at all sects at this day that pro- 
fess the religion of Jesus Christ, can 
one be found not conformed to this 
world? May not “ tekel’’ be wrote on 
them all? ‘Those then that belong to 
the true kingdom of Christ must soon 
come out from among them, and ap- 
pear visible, as a city-on a hill. How? 


‘it may be asked. Whiy as it always has 


been done whenever the church be- 
came corrupt and conformed to the 
world, giving offence to the truly pioug 
and sincere, so as to render it neces- 
sary for them to withdraw or separate 
froin them. that those that are approv- 
‘ed may be manifest by rejecting the in- 
‘ventions and corrupt practices of men 
‘for the laws and doctrines of Christ, 
and strictly adhering to his require- 
ments and example in all things. 

But to proceed te my narrative:—-I 
was a spectator at the Kehukee Asso- 
ciation in Halifax county, North Caro- 
lina, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of Octo- 
ber, 1827, and beheld the proceedings 
of that Association in regard to the 
‘‘ Declaration of the Reformed Baptist 
Churches.”” At the Association last 
year, (1826) the Declaration was sub- 
mitted to the inspection of the church- 
es composing the Kehukee Associa- 
tion; and they were, at this Associa- 
tion, to signify in their Letters to the 
Association, their reception or rejec- 
tion of the whole or any part of the ar- 
ticles contained in that Declaration. 








And the inven-! 





When the Association met and pro- 
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ceeded to business, there was a motion 
made to refer it again to the churches 
another year, but was objected to :— 
and on being put to voie, it was deci- 
ded by a large majority to receive the 
answer of the churches, in their Let- 
ters, as they were read. If 1 mistake 
not, there were twenty churches unani- 
mous in favour of adopting the Arti- 
cles, and several other churches were 
in favor of all except the word reform. 
The Association is composed of thirty- 
eight churches, situated between the 
Roanoke and Tar rivers, and extends 
from the sea shore for 150 miles up the 
country. The effect of the adoption of 
the articles was wonderful; for those 
that had been engaged on the side of 
missions, &c. after some debate, did, 
in many things, make their humble ac- 
knowledgments to their brethren, with 
tears, and begged their forgiveness, 
whose hearts were susceptible of feel- 
ing and forgiveness. These things were 
like an electric shock, spreading to all 
in the council, about seventy persons. 
Nor did it stop here—for even their 
brethren standing round to hear, were 
so overcome with joy that they broke 
unto the Association in their rapture— 
and all was love and tears, with kiss- 
ing, shaking hands, embracing each 
other, confessing, forgiving, peace and 
fellowship, the like of which, though I 
am an old man, I have never seen be- 
fore among christians of any denomi- 
nation. | was forced to turn aside and 
weep, and say to myself, God is here 
among this people of a truth, from the 
great love and joy which I saw among 
them. 

I do not think that if the greatest 
aticklers for modern missions and other 
schemes of the day, had have witness- 
ed this scene of love and affection, but 
that they must have confessed that God 
was in favour of the reformation from 
these practices, and acknowledged that 
such money collecting and pretended 
soul saving projects were anti-christian 
and injurious to the peace and pros- 
perity of the kingdom of Christ,—who 
out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
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lings perfects praise, instead of the 
flowery speeches and doings of the 
rich and great—and makes use of the 
weak things of the world to promote 
his cause on the earth, instead of lear». 
ed Rabbies and pompous and hired 
missionaries, that no flesh may glory 
in his presence. 

At this time ef divine visitation, fo; 
so it must be called, I heard the oldes: 
minister in the Association say,—'This 
is of God—for all the men in the world 
could not have produced such a change 
in the feelings and views of the Assgo- 
ciation as is now felt and enjoyed—nor 
have brought them so to see, eye to 
eye. The article on Missions was ta- 
ken up for debate. After some expla- 
nation, the vote was taken and carried 
in favour of its adoption with scarce a 
dissenting voice. ‘I'he joy that was fel 
on the occasion, tongue cannot express. 
Then Tract Societies, Bible Societies, 
and Theological Seminaries, were ta- 
ken into consideration, and shared the 
same fate of disapprobation by the 
Association, with scarce a dissenting 
voice. 

Thus has terminated a most critical 
and important period in the afiairs of 
the Association, by the rejection of 
those modern schemes and inventions 
of worldly wise men, who, like Simon 
Magus, think that the gift and favour 
of God may be purchased and extend- 
ed by means of money. The Associa- 
tion hope never again to be annoyed 
and disturbed by these new invented 
and money-getting schemes of men. 
nor by their runners and agents iu 
their support, since they will be under 
a necessity to discountenance them as 
disturbers of the peace and union of the 
churches. The joy, union and peace 
now spread over this tract of country 
between ministers, churches, and peo- 
ple in general—in place of missionary 
ischemes, strife and contention, is the 
Lord’s doings, through his instruments, 
to your and others encouragement be 
it spoken. Go on—for the Lord has 
here signally shewn that he ts on your 
side, and will in the end prosper your 
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labours, though in many places for a 
jong time you will only be paid with 
the answer of a good conscience, re- 
proaches and ill-will. This is the re- 
ward you must expect from most for 
sending fire through the world to burn 
up the trash and stubble of mens’ in- 
yentions, which has been done to some 
extent in this part of the ceuntry; for 
it was said by the oldest minister in the 
Association, that at this time he did not 
know that there existed a missionary 
society in North Carolina. 
A KEHUKEAN. 


A friend in North Carolina has sent us a 
copy of the printed Minutes of the Kehu- 
kee Baptist Association, holden at Kehu- 
kee Meeting-house, N. C. on the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th of October last, from which we 
select the following, being the 14th article 
in the MINUTES. 


“ Resolved, That whereas a paper 
purporting to be a Declaration of the 
Reformed Baptist Churches in North 
Carolina, dated 26th of August, 1826, 
which was handed into our last Asso- 
ciation, and read, (containing several 
articles) and the said Association re- 
ferred the same to the churches com- 
posing this body, which were request- 
ed to vive their sentiments severally on 
said articles to this Association; which 
being done by most of the churches at 
this time, after an interchange of opi- 
nions by the members of this body, it 
was agreed that as to Missionary So- 
cieties, Tract Societies, Bible Socie- 
ties, and Theological Seminaries, that 
we discountenance them, and the prac- 
tices heretofore resorted to for their 
support, in begging money from the 
public to back them: and that if any 
person should come, or be among us, 
as agents of any of the above societies, 
we discountenance them in the prac- 
tice abovesaid: and further, should they 
be under the character of ministers of 
the gospel, that we will not invite them 
into our pulpits, knowing them to be 
such; believing these societies and in- 
stitutions to be the inventions of men, 
and are not warranted from the word 
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od. Relative to Masonry, we una-| 





nimously agree that should any of the 
members of our churches join said fra- 
ternity, or be members thereof; and 
continue to visit their lodges and Ma- 
sonic parades, that it shall be a bar to 
prevent them from fellowship with us 
in our several churches; and should 
any Baptist minister join said fraterni- 
ty, or belong thereto, and continue to 
associate therewith, in the lodges or 
Masonic parades, that in such case we 
will not invite them to preach in our 
pulpits, believing them to be guilty of 
such practices; and we hereby declare 
a non-fellowship with such practices 
altogether.” 

Accompanying the Minutes of the As- 
sociation, is an interesting Circular Letter, 
which gives a further account of the inter- 
esting season experienced by the Associa- 
tion, and which we give entire—leavin 
all remarks and comments to be made by 
the hearts and consciences of our readers. 


CIRCULAR. 


The Kehukee Association now sitting at 
Kehukee meeting house, Halifax coun- 
ty, the 6th, 7th, and 8th October—to 
the several churches they represent— 
send greeting : 

Dearly beloved Brethren—Waving 
under a kind and auspicious provi- 
dence, been permitted to convene in 
our annual meeting, you will no doubt 
expect as heretofore, an epistle from us 
on some subject of importance, for 
your instruction and comfort while 
passing through this vale of tears here 
below ; and we know of nothing that 
may give you the like joy, as to hear 
from our meeting in terminating as it 
did ; being so overruled by an almigh- 
ty and merciful God, surpassing any 
thing we had conceived, or ever expect- 
ed, from the general excitement and 
contention that had long raged, pro- 
ducing discord and distress in our bo- 
dy of churches; we think it will be 
joy to you, as well as a duty we owe 
our God, of infinite goodness and love, 
to record in memory, and show to fu- 
ture generations, the great care of 
God over his people, in this hour of 
division, danger and distress: when 
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ready to sink in the deep waters of 


disunion and strife, and be overwhelm- 
ed with party spirit, and bad feelings ; 
that this almighty, kind, and merciful 
God, who has promised to be the guide 
of his people, even unto death, should 
have manifested, that his everlasting 
arms’ were underneath us, and show 
to all around that the gates of hell 
should not prevail against his church- 
es ; which is to us as great astonish- 
ment, and as joyfully affording delive- 
rance, as Israel experienced at the Red 
Sea, or as when the Jews brought back 
the fleeing, mourning king David to his 
house, and destroyed party spirit; that 
he should step in like the days of Es- 
ther, and save his falling, and ready to 
sink churches, when there was not 
scarce a hair's breadth between them 
and division ; it is surprising grace, 
and it was the Lord’s doing, and is 
marvellous in our eyes. The thoughts 
of which divine watch care, manifest- 
ed in this hour of danger, produced 
feelings of joy and love, unspeakable 
and unutterable ; every heart having 
at this time, more joy, union, love and 
peace, than it could express, for ful- 
ness, and wiping of tears; that we in- 
deed from experiencing the quick and 
unexpected transition, from the feel- 
ing of party spirit, to a union of hearts, 
could exclaim with the Psalmist: “ Be- 
hold how good, and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in uni- 
ty,’’ in accents of joy to overflowing ; 
and feeling unwilling that you should 
not rejoice with us, and be participants 
of that happiness, resulting from the 
gracious kindness of our God, mani- 
fested to this association, when every 
heart trembled with fear and pain, for 
the state of the churches. 

We shall therefore give you, belo- 
ved brethren, a brief sketch of the cir- 
cumstances attending our meeting.— 
On Saturday the 6th, we met ; but O 
God! who can describe the feelings 
of God’s dear people? both ministers 


and private members ; the coldness of 


affection, the shyness, the fear of divi- 
sien, the painful party spirit, that ra- 
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zed in every bosom more or less; the 
grief, the contentions in little groups 
of brethren, arguing to prove, and djs. 
prove, who was right ; and the gene. 
ral excitement by saint and sinner, ty 
see and hear what the end would be. 
yet we had remaining love, and goog 
will enough to proceed to preach, and 
hear the introductory sermon, whic), 
was ably delivered ; and then prepared 
for business as usual ; when it was pro. 
posed, that on reading the letters, no 
notice should be taken of the answer 
of the churches to the articles which 
were referred to them last year, (pur. 
porting to be a declaration of the Re. 
formed Baptist churches in North Ca- 
rolina,) or that it shouid be referred 
to the churches another year, which 
was objected to, and then put to vote; 
and decided by a large majority to re- 
ceive the answers of the churches, in 
their letters as they were read; and 
the subject to lay over for debate, un- 
til Monday next, with these remarks: 
Who can tell what God may do for us: 
or, if we must part, we would part in 
peace, and without reproaching one 
another. It was found in the answers 
of the letters, that there were twenty 
churches unanimous in favor of the 
declaration; some other chuyches in 
favor of all but the word reform; and 
some divided : but all the churches but 
one, were opposed to a Baptist join: 
ing the Masonic society, and visiting 
the lodges and parades. 

From the brethrens’ being together 
on Saturday and Sunday, and conver- 
sing, and preaching, and hearing 
preaching, we hope God so tempered 
their hearts, as to have a heart of pray: 
er, and a sincere wish for his direc- 
tion; and to be so disposed, as to 
bring about peace, union and love, 
oncemore among them. For on Mon- 
day, when we came together, it scem- 
ed to be the prayer of all hearts, to . 
put an end to strife and contention, 
that had so long destroyed the har- 
mony of ministers and Christians om 
these subjects ; and after going thro 
the balance of the business of the as=° 
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ciation, We then on Monday took up 
the Declaration; at first view it seem- 
od impossible that ministers and breth- 
ren, so opposite in their opinions, could 
ever have come together in oneness of 
acknowledged sentiment ; and we are 
forced to say, from our view of the 
case, that had we all strove to the ut- 
most of our power, and have had to 
sur assistance all the ministers in the 
state, it could not have been effected 
by human agency. But O, wonder- 
ful to relate, and everlasting thanks to 
God our father, and Jesus Christ, the 
head of his church, and the Holy Spi- 
rit, by whose powerful influence we 
hope our peace was restored. After 
‘ome debate, and explanations of our 
prepossessions and imbibed opinions, 
concerning the articles of the afore- 
aid Declaration, and other things ; 
God broke im upon our souls with 
lieht and oneness of senttment, which 
followed with honest and humble con- 
fession, with tears, of all our hard cen- 
sures and reproachtul speeches of one 
another, each heart was broken to ten- 
derness, and a full and free forgiveness 
followed, in the broken accents of ge- 
neral weeping; on all hands confession 
and forgiveness flowed, as free as water 
down a descent, from bosom to bosom; 
the holy flame of brotherly love enkin- 
died all around, with more than speak- 
able peace, joy and union, manifest- 
ing itself by flowing tears, cager sha- 
king hands, holy kisses, and anxious 
embracing in each otier’s arms, with 
loud praises and thanks to Almighty 
God, with humble acknowledments— 
this is of God, this is of God; and in- 
deed we felt and enjoyed that spirit of 
lorgiveness, Joy, peace, union and love, 
with and toward one another; and in 
such a high degree, that every doubt 
Was removed, and each had a witness 
1 his own heart, from what he felt, 
that it was of God, to the mutual good 
of all. Then our hearts overflowed, 
and the demons discord and party spi- 
rit, fled from every hosom. We can 
attest that we have never witnessed 
he like in any ehristian council here- 


itofore. ‘The Lord has done, brethren, 
great things for us, whereof we are 
truly glad to our hearts; and wish you 
to join with us to be ever thankful te 
his name. We think no man, saint or 
sinner, could have witnessed al) this 
scene, but must have acknowledged 
that God was with us of a truth. And 
whatever may be said of these things, 
[missionary and other schemes] the di- 
visions and strife that they have caused 
in oyr churches, and among ministers, 
is to us an evidence they were never 
of God; and the re-union, love, joy, 
peace and harmony, that abounded on 
all hands by ministers, saints and sin- 
ners, at taking a decided stand against 
them, still shows God's interpositica to 
save his sinking and distracted churca- 
es, plainer than ever, that they were 
not of God; fer he is not the author 
of confusion, but of peace, as in all 
the churches of the saints; and surely 
whatever breaks the union, peace and 
fellowship of God’s people, should be 
abstained from by any or every chris- 
tian; because his as well as his bro- 
ther’s happiness is at stake, as well as 
the general good of the socicty of which 
he is a member. After coming to mu- 
tual fellowship and brotherly love, eve- 
ry countcnance scemed to wear a new 

aspect; every heart seemed to be ten- 
derness, every voice seemed to be ae- 
cents of love and acquiescence, te 

union, friendship, and peace; while si- 
lence reigned for a few minutes, to 
wipe away the flowing tears, inter- 
rupted here and there with hearts 
bursting forth the joys it was no long- 
er able to contain, seemed to say to all 
around, the Lord is with his people to 
day, indeed and in truth. Let the hea- 
vens rejoice, and the Kehukee Asso- 
ciatien be glad, that the Lord has to 
her restored peace once more,—and 
peace be to all the churches. ‘The ar- 
ticle reform was agreed to be left out; 
the five next was put to vote, and car- 
ried, by scarce a dissenting voice, in 
their substance; the seventh article (on 
Masonry) wes carried by the voice of 








the churches, in their letters; and so 
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praised God for his kindness towards 
us, and parted with more brotherly 
love than we have since the days of 
modern missions; and so let brotherly 
love continue, is our prayer for Christ, 
and our peace sake. 

And now, dear brethren, we beseech 
you, by the mercies of God, the honor 
and progression Of his cause, and the 
peace of all our churches, that with all 
meekness and lowliness of mind, you 
endeavour to keep the unity of the spi- 
rit hereafter in the bonds of peace, by 
walking godly and righteously in this 
present world, and forgiving and for- 
getting all the past; burying (in the 
decision of the Association) all former 
animosities, and take heed not to dis- 
turb the hatchet nor the helve; and at 


all times have a single eye to the glory | 


of God, and your brethren’s feelings; 
for the Saviour has said, take heed 
how you offend one of these little ones, 
for their angels do always behold the 
face of their father; and Paul saith, 
when you sin so against the brethren, 
and wound their weak consciences, 
you sin against Christ; then be at all 
times careful not to hurt the feelings 
of the weakest saint, and rather than 
do it, even deny yourselves things which 
otherwise might be lawful; for ven- 
geance is mine saith God, and I will 
repay it; and let this be your motto, 
the glory of God, the good of your 
brother, and the peace of the society 
of which you are a member. And dear 
brethren, forgive that you may be for- 
given; cultivate love and friendship ; 
be courteous, kind and hospitable ; let 





your light shine in all good works, that 
you may glorify your Father, which is: 
in heaven, and bring honour on that. 
religion you profess, and be a bright | 
shining exemple to your family, and, 
neighbours that sit in darkness, that. 
they may take knowledge that you: 
have been with Jesus; and enjoy peace) 
in your own bosom, by walking up- 
right!y before God. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep: 
you from falling, and make you perfect 
every good werk, be thanks and 
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| praise given, through al! our church, 


es, and throughout the world, for sj, 
great favour bestowed on us. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus (hy. 
be with you, Amen. 


TESTIMONY AGAINST HIRELING 
MINISTERS. 


To the Editor of the Telescope. 

Sir,—Some of the prejudiced reag. 
ders are very certain that all the hij. 
ling priests mentioned in the Scripture, 
were wicked bad men, real hypocrites. 
They seem to be as certain that many 
ministers now who preach for a stated 
salary, are pious good christians, and 
do much good. ‘Therefore they think 
the Telescope over shoots the mark. 
when it denounces all ministers ag hire- 
lings, who preach for a stated salary. 
Now Mr. Editor, can you clear up these 
points? 

I find that the rulers or priests, (the 
leaders of the people) were the princi. 
pal objects denounced by the prophets, 
Christ, and his apostles. This diseri- 
mination we ought also to make. We 
have good reason to believe that many 
of the people under hired ministers, are 
truly pious christians. If we estimate 
one thousand people to one hired min- 
ister, then the number denounced as 
hirelings by the ‘Telescope, is but one 
to a thousand, a very small part indeed. 

The call of God by the prophets, 
Christ, and the apostles, has in sub- 
stance been, and now is, “ Come out 
of her my people, that ye be not made 
a partaker of her sins; that ye receiv 
not of her plagues.”’ This implies that 
some of God’s people may be in her, 
and partake of her plagues; in other 
words, suffer and be charged with her 
crimes. Companions of hirelings, like 
companions of all sorts of wicked doers, 
indicates the character but not the de- 
gree. Sa 

By the best authorities the hireling 
priests, the leaders of the people, are 
generally denounced indiscriminate): 
so did the prophets, Mal. ii. 5. Mi. 
iii. 2. So did Christ, Matt. xxii. 4. &¢- 
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So did Stephen, Acts, vii. 51. So did 
the Protestant reformers, see their tes- 
timonies against popery, &c. Can we 
suppose that Christ overshot his mark 
when he denounced the Jewish Rab- 
bies and rulers, indiscriminately? Were 
there no degrees of hypocrisy? Was 
Nicodemus as hypocritical and set as 
some others? 

On another point, can we suppose 
that the Jewish rabbies and rulers were 
not generally, in many things, intelli- 
sent and agreeable company, and strict- 
ly moral in many dealings with each 
other, and with men of the world, like 
modern hired ministers? I think they 
were. So it is with Protestant hired 
ministers. So it is with Roman Ca- 
tholic priests. So it is with many nomi- 
nal Deists and Atheists. Generally 
speaking, the literary world, especial- 
ly those whose interest and profession 
restrains them from notorious and low 
vices, are honest dealers, good neigh- 
bours, respected in the world, and 
agreeable company among the higher 
classes. 

By what marks then shall we distin- 
guish a hypocritical priest? ‘The great 
distinguishing mark is the “ love of mo- 
ney,” (this is the root of all evil) co- 
vered with many christian disguises or 
appearances, and strict moralities. The 
attracting power between the money 
and the hireling priest is so strong 
that it draws it out of the pockets of 
christians, hypocrites, infidels, old and 
young, rich and poor. ‘The ponder- 
ous and amassed treasures of deceased 
and living misers, and others, cannot 
resist, but rather accelerate and give 
strength to this **love of money,”’ or 
attracting power. But to the marks: 
ist. The parent of them al! “ sojourn- 
éd to find a place,” and hired for ten 
shekels (about $2 75) of silver, by the 
year, a suit of apparel, and his victu- 
als.” Judges, xv. 11. 2d. ‘They all 
look to his own way, every one for his 
gain from his quarter. 3d. ‘* They eat 
the fat, and clothe with the wool.’’ 4th. 
“ Ile that putteth not into their mouth, 


5. “ The priests thereof teach for hire; 
and the prophets thereof divine for ino- 
ney, yet they lean on the Lord, and say 
is not the Lord among us.” These 
certainly are the predominant marks 
of modern hired ministers, generally. 
6. They come in “ sheep’s clothing,” 
appearing like Christians. 7th. They 
have ‘long clothing.’ 8th. ‘They have 
long faces. 9th. They make “ long 
prayers.’ 10th. They make long 
speeches. 11th. They “take away the 
key of knowledze,”’ that is. the freedom 
of speech in meetings. 12th. They 
prefer the ** uppermost seats at feasts, 
synagogues, or churches.”? 15th. They 
love to be called of men, Rabbi, or D. D. 
14th. ‘They hve in higher style than 
working people, ‘not working with 
their own hands.”’ 15th. “ They de- 
vour widow’s houses,” or the earnings 
of a class of working people poorer than 
themselves. 16th. They publish * their 
alms deeds.”’ 17th. They hire minis+ 
ters to “ compass sea and land to make 
proselytes.”” 18th. They take the 
oversight partly, at least, for hire or 
‘¢ filthy lucre.’’ 19th. They use a sort 
of lordship over their flocks. 20th. They 
are generally ** heady” and * high-inind- 
ed, having a form of godliness.’’ 2 Ist. 
They “serve (in some degree) their 
own bellies.’’ 22d. ‘They indeed “ ap- 
pear beautiful outwardly.” 23d. They 
“appear outwardly religious unto men.”’ 
24. They * appear like angels of light.” 


showing themselves”’ as above the peo- 
ple.” 26th. They use “good words 
and fair speeches.”’ 27th. They “ stir 
up the devout and honourable women, 

and the chief men of the city”’ to sup- 
| port their popular money schemes; and 
to suppress by these, what I call pri- 
mitive christianity, and freedom of 
speech and the press, in public meet- 
ings and writings. 

These 27 articles, are, as I think, 
some of the distinguishing marks of 
ancient hirelings, hypocrites, man oi 
sin, or anti-christ. ‘They seem to pour- 
tray the general features of modern |i- 





they even declare war against him.” 





red ministers; but they fall far short of 


25. “ They sit in the temple of God, 
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the new improvements for getting mo- 
ney. The first hireling priest had about 
$ 2 75 in silver, by the year, a suit of 
appare!, and his victuals. The pre- 
gent hired ministers in this country, 
may average from 300 to 3000 dollars 
by the year. In place of creeping into 
houses to lead captive silly women, 
they walk boldly and urge contribu- 
tions from man, woman, and child; 
from the rich and the poor, from the 
sick and the dying; or stir up honour- 
able men and women to do it for them, 
through means of societies of various 
characters and schemes, even inclu- 
ding children and infidels, with a view 
ag some say, to educate pious poor 
youths at colleges, and pay hire to their 
missionaries, until they find a stated 
salary, &c. &c. “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them.”’ Will no serious, 
good and honest hired minister hear a 
voice, and see a hight, and come out 
openly? 
Yours in Christian friendship. 
Bartrnotomew Sommer. 
Barnet, Vt. Sept. 1%, 1827. 


For the Reformer. 


Mr. Editor,—The following para- 
graph, which appeared in the N. York 
Observer of Dec. 1, has arrested our 
attention: 

(From the New York Observer. } 
TO THE BENEVOLENT. 


There is within two miles of this city a 
Presbyterian church and congregation in 
an infant and feeble state, but who have 
within a year and a half erected and al- 
most finished a sanctuary large enough to 
hold an audience of from 800 to 1000 per- 
sons. They have progressed so far that five 
tiundred dollars will enable them to com- 
plete it, meet cvery engagement, and in 
three months to hold property unincum- 
ered in the least, worth $5000. If any 
benevolent individual, or any three be- 
nevolent individuals, will bestow this cha- 
rity, they shall have their names engraven 
on marble inlaid above the pulpit, as ben- 
efuctors to the church, which shall remain 
so long as the society shall exist. A line 


left at this office, addressed to A. B. will 


lead to a satisfactory explanation on the 
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Here truly, Mr. Editor, is a ylorion 
opportunity for a monied man to jmp. 
mortalize his benevolence of character 
and receive an honor, never before t 
our knowledge, conferred on a morta) 
What an inexpressible privilege to haye 
one’s name stuck over the pulpit of , 
Presbyterian meeting-house. What 
greater distinction can be conferred op 
man? It is past our philosophy to cop. 
ceive of a more exalted respect. And 
that so easily obtained. * Charity eo. 
vers a multitude of sins,” and here the 
fortunate person who may have seen 
the above notice, in time to reap the 
benefit, might, with his own human 
eyes, see this passage of Scripture con- 
firmed, as the acknowledgement of the 
charity will pe placed over the heads 
of doubtless a goodly multitude of sin- 
ners, whose prayers will perhaps be 
offered up devoutly for blessings on 
the head of this reliever of their tem- 
poral necessities. Indeed we harily 
think it possible that the congregation 
will long apply in vain for the sum re- 
quisite. So raluable and substantial a 
return for the investment of the paltry 
sum of 500 dollars, or even the third 





part of that amount, cannot certainly 





part of said church and congregation. 
4” > 4 rT 6 
Vew Yorl:. Nor. 28, 1827. 





be overlooked by those who have it in 
their power to contribute. 


How can this be called spending or 
throwing money away foolishly? Is this 
to be compared with giving to support 
schools among the heathen, or preach- 
ing the gospel to the savage? Is it hke 
contributing to Bible or tract societies, 
where the effect of their exertions !s 
left to time, and an over-ruling Provi- 
dence? By no means, Mr. Editor. In 
this case the donor will see himself the 
happy effect of his charity; he will see 
himself honoured among men. Il 
name will be inlaid in marble, as pet 
manent as the church itself. Posterity 
yet may gaze with undissembled ad- 
miration at the holy letters, and chil- 
dren yet to come, lisp out his praises 
in their stated devotions. Already can 
we fancy this personage enrolled among 


‘the great men of the nation, and held 





THE REFORMER. 


lv 

















ap to all nations, kindred and people, 


benevolence, if so itmay becalled,which 
some exercise to receive glory of men. 
«Verily, they have their reward.” 

We know not but that this ts a new 
scheme to drain further the purses of 
the public. It seems necessary that 
«me new plan should be mvented, as 
sll the old ones have in some measure 
wiled, being worn out in hard service. 
It may be that this congregation have 
nserted the above notice, without be- 
ag contaminated with sinister motives, 
bit we do believe that the measures 
they have taken to clear this church of 
debt, tend to promote pride, vanity, and 
self-glory, and 1s by no means in accor- 
dance with the essence, letter, or spi- 
rit of genuine christianity. © Nomus. 





From the Philadelphia National Gazette of 
December 12, 1827. 


Among the committees appointed in 
our state legislature, there is one con- 
sisting of five members, on vice and 
innorality. We are curious to know 
with what specific powers these gen- 
tlemen are invested, or how widely 
over the moral region they extend 
“er survey ; and whether each has 
iot in view as vicious or immoral, ac- 
“ons, opinions, designs and associa- 
“ons, which-one or more of the others 
ezard not in the same light, o. per- 
‘aps deem the very reverse. Were 
*e to devise the theory, or beau ide- 





al, of such a committee, we should 
“y that it ought to be composed of 
“eh unexceptionable in their own 
“es, plans and doctrines, and appoint- 
‘ only by a legislature alike exempla- 
tb both its corporate and individual 

pacity. To gamble, te drink in ex- 
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cess, to bear malice or false witness, 

to play the libertine, to waste time ard 

money belonging to the public, to 

wage selfish political intrigues, to em- 

ploy factious arts, to sacrifice in any 

instance, the national good to person- 

al interests—are all vicious or immo- 

ral proceedings, the suppression of 
which, at Harrisburg, would be par- 

ticularly useful for the commonwealth. 

One of the committee may class un- 

der the Head of vice and immorality, 

the play and the waltz; another, al! 

balls and concerts; a third, all noc- 

turnal congregations in churches, and 

all theological controversies ; a fourtli. 

all heterodox tenets (meaning any, 
other than his own) ; the fifth, slaugh- 

tering’ animals for food or amusement, 
&c. The old adage, Tot homines 

quot sententia, might be curiously re- 

alized, if each were to present his re- 

port ; and the whole population of the 

state would be found, if an appeal 

were made to the multitudinous sove- 

reign, divided into as many great mo- 

ral parties at least. 








BRIEF REMARKS. 

As in nature, so in grace, every 
thing to proceed right must be in its 
own proper time. Mankind under 
the law appeared in no wise prepared 
for the dispensation of the Gospel.— 
At that time more stern and peremp- 
tory laws, accompanied by severe and 
immediate punishment, seemed neces- 
sary to govern and restrain the way- 
ward passions and dispositions of men. 
Ushered at once under the benign 
sanctions of the Gospel, and into the 
liberty which it brings, the people of 
that day, particularly the Jews, would. 
have been like men loosed from all re- 
straint, and rushed headlong into al! 
kinds of excess.* So now few belong- 


* An ancient writer, speaking of the 
different dispositions of people with re- 
spect to virtue, says, ‘“The bare knowledge 
of virtue determines one person to cieave 
to it; another needs the majesty of « law- 
giver to be added; a third has need of 


promises ; a fourth of threats ; and a fifth 
of blows.” 
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ing to any religious denomination are 
in.any fit state to be removed from un- 
der the restraints and restrictions which 
they impose. They have not yet at- 
tained to that maturity and strength 
necessary to their security and well 
being when unloosed and released from 
the rules and government of men.— 
Whether by continuing in a sect they 
ere likely ever to attain to this matu- 
rity and strength, is another question, 
that will not at present be discussed. 
But so it is, that nothing prematurely 
hastened into a new state of being, can 
be expected to do well. The young 
of all the numerous feathered tribes, 
if removed too soon from the shell in 
which they are incased, are released 
only to die, and the state of being in- 
tended to be to them a blessing, proves 
to them the extinction of life. Also 
among the various species .of animal 
creation, nothing prematurely brought 
into a new state of being, and to the 
blessings of vision and open day, can 
do well, if it should even be able to 
survive—and yet it is designed that all 
which has life shall m the proper time 
come into this very state of existence, 
when their faculties, strength and so- 
lidity are prepared ‘to enjoy it, and to 
share its benefits. 

The time will come, and has alrea- 
dy arrived with some, wherein it will 
he proper to come out from every 
‘ect, and from the rules and restric- 
tions imposed by every order of men, 
and have Christ only for their prophet, 
priest and king: but facts abundantly 
show that the number of these is very 
small, and it would apparently be bet- 
ter for most yet to remain under the 
rules and government of men. For 
by entering upon a state of life before 
they are by any means prepared for 
ts peculiar condition, they only injure 
themselves and bring disrepute on a 
cause which, when entered into at a 
proper time, possesses the highest ad- 
vantages and privileges, and to which, 
in due time, all will be brought. 

It is not deemed prudent by many. 
all of a sudden, and without any pre- 
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paration, to release and set at liber, 
those accustomed to slavery and the 
superintendance of others. If slayer, 
had never had an existence, it would 
have been far better; and so in pe. 
gard to the existence of sects, By 
since they both do exist, and have pro- 
duced their effects on society, we mys 
get rid of them, and from under the» 
in the best way that can be done with. 
out jeopardizing our own well being, 
or injuring the cause of liberty, 


A RECRUITING OFFICER. 


The following communication written 
by a Presbyterian minister in Indiana, and 
published in a Presbyterian paper at New 
York, is given in true military style. [jf 
the writer was beating up for volunteers 
for the army of the King of Kings, instead 
of the army of anti-Christ, or of Presby. 
terianism, he would be engaged ina much 
better cause. 


[From the New Yorl: Observer.) 
** Blow ye the trumpet—blow !” 


Messrs. Eprrors.—I am a recruit. 
ing officer, beating up for volunteers 
for the service of the church in !ndia- 
na. It is indeed not so much tlie com- 
mon soldicrs who are wanted, as those 
officers who are qualified to be cap- 
tains in and over her companies. Sh 
has fifty or more of these companies, 
returned on the Presbyterian rolls.— 
They have their under officers, but 
few of them have captains. 

Here, soldiers, is a field of duty’ 
here is a field for honor ! here isa field 
for glory! These companies are not 
willing to remain thus unofficered and 
destitute of captains. But each one 
is saying, “* O that we had acaptain,¢ 
minister ;** then should we gather un 
to him, and unto the Son by him.”— 
And again they say, “ O that the Lor’ 
would send us a captain, then show? 
we rejoice and be thankful.’’ Som 
of these companies are as outposts, 
exposed situations, and need to be pr 
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* Enovgh can be obtained as Se a 
the people can make up a thousand 09" 
lars to pay them. Many stand ready ' 
obey such a call.—Ed. Ref. 
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ticularly watched and guarded, defend- 
ed and strengthened. 

Who will go and stand at these posts? 
Ile must enlist during the war. His 
rations will be found. His reward 
will be given him when the war is over. 
On these conditions the church asks 
for volunteers, and longs to receive her 
captains ; and any who will, may en- 
ter their names. ISAAC REED. 

Owen County, Indiana, 

Sept. 12, 1827. 


A periodical work has lately com- 
menced in Boston, which bids fair to 
be a useful auxiliary in the cause of-re- 
formation, particularly in that part of 
the country. It is entitled “* A Cry 
from the Four Winds. In the cause 
‘of religious liberty, and against cleri- 
cal intrigue, and ecclesiastical oppres- 
sion.” The following close of an ad- 
dress to the public, will enable the 
reader to form an idea of the work 
and of the persons by whom it is con- 
ducted. 

“By this time it may be supposed 
that the subjects of our reflections are 
inquiring,—* Well, gentlemen of the 
Four Winds, and who are you, to whom 
the churches are to be indebted for a 
glorious reformation?’ Why sirs, we re- 
ply, We are a little association of poor 
honest men, driven together by your 
oppressions and craft—by your perse- 
cutions and double dealing—we are a 
few individuals whom you have endea- 
voured to put down, and whose light 
you have sought to extinguish—we are 
men who have nothing to support us 
but our moral character, and the help 
of Almighty God; upon these grounds 
we are ready to meet you gentleman 
of the orthodox churches at any time 
you shall appoint, except in the night— 
in open day-light we are your humble 
servants for Christ’s sake.” 





SINCERITY—awn extract. 
Ofall the “old sayings’ with which 
world abounds, there is none more 
‘rue than this, “* Honesty is the best 
Policy.” Setting aside the moral obli- 











gation of sincerity and truth, they 
should be followed on the principle of 
expediency. The single minded man, 
whatever may be the mutations and 
calamities of his life, is happier than 
the double dealer in the midst of pros- 
perity. He has no detections to dread, 
no exposure to fear—and he sleeps 
more calmly on a matted couch, than 
the hypocrite on his downy pillow. 
Strange perverseness in man, to pre- 
fer the devious path of deception to 
the arrowy straightness of truth. Here- 
in the savage surpasses social man— 
the former cannot be taught to utter 
falsehood—it forms part of the latter’s 
education. Deception walks in every 
street, and enters every dwelling. The 
heart of friendship is hollow, and the 
tongue of love is untrue. 

In the’ business of life, as well 2s in 
social circles, sincerity is the “ best | 
policy,’ it may save many a shaken 
house from the involution of ruin with 
one which is falling—it may break the 
links of that chain of disaster which 
sometimes clank over the commercial 
world to its astonishment and dismay; 
and if at times it leads to the loss of 
fortune, it insures the preservation of 
character. He who preserves this, can 
begin the world anew with hope and 
confidence—he who has lost it may bid 
farewell to hope. He is on the shore 
of life, montionless and abject; whilst 
others are on its billows. ‘ Irom the 
planks far shattered o’er the rocks” he 
can never “build a little bark of hope’ 
to bear him again on the stream. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A pious German friend in Ohio has inti- 
mated to us that we should go forward and 
enter upon things more directly calcula- 
ted to effect that reformation now so much 
needed in the world. This is our most ear- 
nest desire, and for which we are aiming. 
But (to use a figure) the Holy City is so 
filled and trodden down by the Gentiles, 
and the court of the temple has all along 
been so blocked up by the tables of money 
changers, missionary schemers, and hire- 
ling priests, that as yet we have not been 
able to make our way into the temple, to 
take an inspection of its dimensions, its 
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altar, and them that worship therein. We 
hope the time may shortly come when we 
shall be enabled to do this. 

Says our German friend: ‘‘ There must 
be a new set of people, born of God, and 
influenced by his true spirit. The*profes- 
sors that are now will not do, they cannot 
do, whatever may be expected.” 

He speaks of its being the best wav to 
come out from all the corruptions now in 
the world, enter into a right way, and 
point it out to others; and that false reli- 
gion, false principles, and corrupt sects, 
will fall by and through their own advo- 
cates and builders. These sentiments are 
all verv good, and, in a great measure, it 
may be true that false religion and corrupt 
sects will fall by and through their own 
supporters and defenders. Still, God’s me- 
thod ordinarily has been to cause a testi- 
mony to go forth against evils and corrup- 
tions of every kind, in order to warn the 
unrighteous and to enlighten the sincere; 
by which means the perverse and obsti- 
nate are lett without excuse, and those 
with upright intentions are assisted and 
encouraged to come out from all wicked- 
ness, as well as from the devices and 
schemes of wicked men, and ensure to 
themselves that divine favour and protec- 
tion which are of more value than all the 
honors and applause of this world. 

The reason we have, in time past, said 
so much about missionary schemes, the- 
ological schools, and other plans of the 
dav, is because these things are almost 
universally extended over this and other 
countries. Many sincere and well mean- 
ng people, we have reason to apprehend, 
have been drawn into them without being 
iware of their anti-christian tendency, and 

hey are liable to continue in them till they 
lose all the sincerity and integrity they 
possess, unless a plain and pointed testi- 
mony is delivered against them, and the 
arts and devices by which they are sup- 
ported are laid open and exposed. As for 
those numerous, rich, and proud men who 
engage in these pretended benevolent 
schemes of the day, merely to be seen of 
men, and to have glory of men, we allow 
that any thing said to them on the subject 
of such schemes, is of no more conse- 
quence than giving worldly men advice 
how to expend their money—except so 
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far as their withholding it tends to stop 


the wheels by which the machinery of all 


these works and devices is kept in motion, 


yor cease to give money and the wheels 


willsoon cease to move. 

Another correspondent in the western 
part of this state, has sent us a communi- 
cation with 3 view to build up certain 
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things, which, if admitted into our co. 


‘lumns, there are enough whose prejudj 


ces are of an opposite cast, that stand res. 
dy to commence the work of tearing them 
down. We find it necessary to avoid these 
collisuons. We have not room to give each 
side a hearing; and besides if the thins 
aimed at by the contending parties wer. 
accomplished and universally prevailed, it 
would not be that reformation now so much 
wanted to produce a right state of things. 
To be truly sincere, and to always act with 
an upright and pure intention, is of more 
consequence than any adherence to those 
various opinions and peculiarities, fo; 
which opposing sects have so long and so 
zealously contended. 

The amount received by the American 
or ** National” Tract Society, during th: 
past vear, is upwards of 30,000 dollars, and 
the number of Tracts printed is 3,560,100 
The whole number of branches and ayy. 
iliaries which now contribute to this s 
ciety is stated to be 396. 





SERAMPORE MISSIONARIES. 

** Pr.” Carey in a letter to a relative in 
England, dated Serampore, Feb. 16, 1527, 
and published in the Boston Recorder o: 
Dec. 21, says: 

**1 am as closely employed as I can well 
be; having, beside my regular duties of 
office, been appointed a member of two 
standing committces, viz. the committe: 
for Forests and Plantations, and the com- 
mittee for examing native candidates for 


offices in the courts as law officers.” 


It would seem that ** Dr.’’ Carey’s mis 
sionary labours have pretty much ceased, 
and that his attention is turned to the re- 
gulation of forests and plantations, and 
examining candidates for officers in courts 
of law. He has of course a good salary for 
these services. 

A church has been commenced at Mos- 
cow, [Russia] on a scale of stupendous 
magnitude; it is said that its height, when 
completed, will be 770 feet! 

Some extra copies of this number a 
struck off, to supply persons who are no! 
subscribers, with the Communication an 
Circular Letter from North Carolina. 





*,* “Mississippian,” in our next. 
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